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• 809 likely voter interviews statewide

• February 10-15, 2018

• Supervised, live interviewers

• Online interviews added to increase 

representativeness of sample

• Wireless (300), Landline (300), Online (209)

• ± 3.5% maximum sampling error

Inter-University Council of Ohio
Statewide Poll Methodology



Broad Context



Would you say things in the State of Ohio today are (rotate): [generally headed in the right 
direction (or are they) off on the wrong track]?

Direction of the State of Ohio
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Right direction

Wrong track

Not sure





Effect of Major Institutions in Ohio
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30%

63%

70%

81%

55%

46%

18%

12%

7%

The United States Congress

The news media

Public four-year universities

Churches and other houses of worship

Your local library
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Positive Negative Mixed/Not sure

Do you think each of the following institutions has a mostly positive or negative effect 
on the way things are going in the State of Ohio?
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Lower quality

Same quality

Higher quality
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Quality of Education Provided
Ohio’s Public Four-Year Universities vs. Others Nationally

Ohio has 14 public, four-year universities, including {drop in 3 institutions randomly based on 
region} and several others. If you were to compare Ohio’s public universities with others nationally, 

do you think our public universities provide (rotate): [a higher quality education, a lower quality 
education], or about the same quality as is typical nationally?
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Value of Four-Year Public Universities
Baseline Measurement

For the next two questions, use a scale from 0 and 10, where “0” means no value and “10” means a great deal of value. 
In your opinion, how much value do public four-year universities bring to the State of Ohio?

In your opinion, how much value does a degree from a public four-year university bring to the individual graduate?



Would you say that a four-year degree at a public university in Ohio prepares someone very 
well, somewhat well, not too well, or not at all well for a good job in today’s economy?

Prepared for a Good Job in Today’s Economy
Value of a Four-Year Degree at a Public University in Ohio

34%

51%

8%
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Somewhat well

Not too well

Not at all well

Not sure



Role of Public 
Universities



I would like to mention several possible 
roles of public universities in Ohio.  

For each one, please tell me how important 
it is to you personally…

A. Teaching students to think critically and solve problems
B. Helping people decide what career path is best for them
C. Improving the ability of graduates to earn a good living

D. Making breakthroughs in medicine, science, technology, and other areas through research
E. Giving low-income students, and those whose parents have not gone to college, an opportunity 

for success
F. Welcoming students of all backgrounds

G. Contributing to a vibrant culture through the arts
H. Making tuition as affordable as possible

I. Making Ohio attractive to potential employers as a place to locate their business
J. Starting new businesses and encouraging new business growth



The Role of Public Universities
Importance to People Personally: Top Tier

I would like to mention several possible roles of public universities in Ohio.  For each one, please 
tell me how important it is to you personally, using the scale very important, important, only 

somewhat important, or not important.

64%

65%

68%

71%

25%

23%

22%

17%

Teaching students to think critically and solve
problems

Improving the ability of graduates to earn a good
living

Making breakthroughs in medicine, science,
technology, and other areas through research

Making tuition as affordable as possible
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Very important Important



The Role of Public Universities
Importance to People Personally: Next Tier

I would like to mention several possible roles of public universities in Ohio.  For each one, please 
tell me how important it is to you personally, using the scale very important, important, only 

somewhat important, or not important.

39%

50%

54%

57%

61%

61%

28%

29%

28%

25%

24%

24%

Contributing to a vibrant culture through the arts

Helping people decide what career path is best for
them

Starting new businesses and encouraging new
business growth

Giving low-income students, and those whose
parents have not gone to college, an opportunity…

Making Ohio attractive to potential employers as a
place to locate their business

Welcoming students of all backgrounds
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Very important Important



Testing Attitudes 
and Perceptions



Key Attitudes and Perceptions
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University research…improves 
quality of life

Ohio should have a top-rate
university system

Would like to see own children go
to college
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Strongly agree Agree Neutral Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree Not sure

Please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, neither agree nor disagree, somewhat disagree, or 
strongly disagree with each of these statements about Ohio’s four-year public universities.. 

I would like to see my own children or grandchildren go to college.
Ohio should have a top-rate public university system, on par with the best states in the country.

University research creates new products, inventions, and technologies that improve quality of life.

Top Tier Agreement: A Public Willing to Aspire



Key Attitudes and Perceptions: Next Tier
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45%

46%
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37%

37%

34%

27%

11%
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10%
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Public university education makes
life better

Public universities develop the
skilled workforce

Public universities welcome all
backgrounds and points of view

High school diploma is not enough
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Strongly agree Agree Neutral Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree Not sure

Please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, neither agree nor disagree, somewhat disagree, or 
strongly disagree with each of these statements about Ohio’s four-year public universities.. 

In today’s world, a high school diploma is not enough.
Public universities in Ohio welcome and encourage students from all backgrounds and all points of view.

Public universities create a stronger economy by developing the skilled workforce that allows Ohio 
companies to compete in the global economy.

Getting a public university education makes life better 
for Ohioans.



Key Attitudes and Perceptions: 3rd Tier
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Universities today have a liberal
bias

Cost of a four-year education is a
good investment

Gives you a range of skills to deal
with a changing world
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Please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, neither agree nor disagree, somewhat disagree, or 
strongly disagree with each of these statements about Ohio’s four-year public universities.. 

A four-year degree gives you a range of skills to deal with a changing world and job environment.
The cost of a four-year public university education is a good investment for students and their families.

Universities today have a liberal bias.



Impact of Facts

I would like to read you several facts about higher education in Ohio.  For each one, please tell me 
if knowing that fact makes you feel much more positive, a little more positive, or makes no 

difference in how you feel.
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36%

38%

43%
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23%

17%

17%

18%

23%

13%
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College graduates on average live 5 to 7 years longer
than non-college graduates

College and university graduates are one-third less
likely to be unemployed than individuals with no

college education

College and university graduates earn almost a million
dollars more over a lifetime than individuals with no

college education

Ohio’s public higher education institutions drive 
discovery and economic growth, ranking 7th in the 

nation for research and development spending
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Much more positive A little more No difference Less positive/Don't believe Not sure
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Value of Four-Year Public Universities
Measuring Again: After Testing Priorities and Facts

I would like to repeat two questions that I asked earlier and ask how you feel now. Use a scale from 0 and 10, where “0” 
means no value and “10” means a great deal of value. 

In your opinion, how much value do public four-year universities bring to the State of Ohio?
In your opinion, how much value does a degree from a public four-year university bring to the individual graduate?
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Value of Four-Year Public Universities
A Reminder of the Baseline Measurement

For the next two questions, use a scale from 0 and 10, where “0” means no value and “10” means a great deal of value. 
In your opinion, how much value do public four-year universities bring to the State of Ohio?

In your opinion, how much value does a degree from a public four-year university bring to the individual graduate?



Ohio Statewide Poll
Summative Observations

• Public perceptions baseline is positive. Ohioans 
embrace their four-year public universities.

• National negativity not reflected here.

• Ohioans are willing to aspire.

• Research and innovation are motivating.

• Focus most on individual preparation and benefit.

• Evidence of financial sensitivities in households.

• Emphasize Human-scale/Household-level impacts.


